
Listening to your child read
Try and make it a fun experience for your child to you read with. It is important that they are relaxed when reading to you. Our ultimate aim is for children to develop a love of reading.
Points to consider when listening to your child read
- Make sure they can see the words and the pictures clearly.
- Talk about the cover, title and what the story might be about. At times talk about the pictures, this will help them to understand the story. 
- Encourage your child to point to each word as you read together. If unable to read, try and point out to the words you are reading.  As their reading progresses they will be able to do more of the reading themselves. 
- When your child does come across an unfamiliar word you can help by: 
Asking your child what would make sense from the content or by rereading the sentence from the beginning
Sounding out the letters and blending them together 
Telling them it is a sight or difficult word and reading it to them
Pointing out a clue from the picture
Read a difficult word to them, often this is the best approach 














 

It is very important to talk about books and share views and experiences. Here is a list of questions that you can use to talk about books.  Please feel free to use your own and where possible ask open questions that do not have a simple right or wrong answer such as “what colour is his hair?”





This list of questions checks basic understanding:  
1. Where does the story take place?
2. When did the story take place?
3. What did he/she look like?
4. Where did he/she live?
5. Who are the key characters in the book?
6. What happened in the story? What do you think will happen next?
7. What kinds of people are in the story?
8. What is happening at this point in the story?

This list is slightly harder and requires some inferential / interpretation skills: 

1. How do you feel about………? Why?
2. Can you explain why………….?
3. Tell me your favourite/least favourite part and why
4. At the end of the story the main character is feeling ……. Does this surprise you? 
5. Who was the storyteller? How do you know?
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]5.  What do you think the …. is thinking?  If it were you, what would you be thinking?
6. What words give you that impression? Why?
7.  Which is your favourite part? Why? Which bit of the text shows this?
8.  What do you think is going to happen next.  Why do you think this?
9.  Who would you like to be friends with in the story? Why?
10. Does this book remind you of another story? 
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